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PREFACE. 


There  seem  to  be  two  especial  characteristics  of  the 
so-called  religious  world  of  our  day,  which  cannot  fail 
to  strike  any  thoughtful  person.  One  is  a  certain 
restlessness,  and  seeming  inability  to  find  peace  in  the 
position  in  which  God  has  placed  us ;  and  the  other, 
which  is  probably  its  consequent,  a  tendency  to  divide 
ourselves  into  sects  and  parties,  and  to  confine  the 
possession  of  truth,  not  only  to  the  body  of  co-thinkers 
to  whom  we  have  given  in  our  adhesion,  but  one 
might  almost  say,  to  the  particular  congregation  in 
which  we  are  accustomed  to  worship ;  in  place  of 
rejoicing  in  the  thought  that  all  who  love  the  Lord 
Jesus,  possess  some  portion  at  least  of  "  His  saving 
health," — may  be,  something  that  we  ourselves  have 
practically  let  slip. 

The  never-ending  secessions  from  our  Communion 
— the  dismay  that  is  occasioned  whenever  the  externals 
of  religion  are  in  any  way,  and  owing  to  any  circum- 
stances, affected,  are  reasons  for  suspecting  that  all  is 
not  sound  with  us.  A  building  usually  becomes 
unsettled  when  the  foundation,  not  the  superstructure, 
is  weakened  ;  does  it  not  then  become  us  to  look  to 
the  ground  whereon  our  faith  and  practice  is  built, 
when  we  find  persons'  stability  depending  upon  the 
preservation,   not  of  the  Holy  Scriptures  or  of  the 
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Sacraments,  but  of  some  system  or  another,  however 
.oIU.  _■  >!».  8  -mooon  JbfNB  ^ennq  ojajj  bflirot 
good  and  edifying  it  mav  be  ?  * 

fe     _        .  .  „   ■      f     TainuQ  suaalJo  ^nnfiaqoB 

It    might    well   happen,     and   indeed  was  to   be 

expected,  that  as  subjective  truth — that  which  concerns 

the  soul  itself — was  the  point  brought  prominently 

before  men's  minds  in  the  revival  of  the  last  century, 
of  bre  Jfisis  vtov  odi  moauiieqiB  K98L'  .. 

when  consciences  were  to  be  awakened  to  a  realization 

of  death  and  judgment ; — so  now  that  objective  truth 
— that  which  is  external  to  the  soul — has  to  be 
vindicated,  we  should  be  in  great  danger  of  uncon- 
sciously overlooking  the  former,  and  expecting  to 
find  a  resting-place  for  the  soul  in  the  orthodoxy  of 
our  belief,  or  in  the  correctness  of  our  mode  of 
worship,  rather  than  in  that  justifying  faith,  and 
consciousness  of  striving  to  do  the  Will  of  God,  which 
alone  can  give  peace, — which  alone  is  independent  of 
any  circumstances  in  which  we  may  be  placed,  being 
in  the  heart  itself, — as  it  is  also  not  confined  to  any 
one  religious  system, — and  for  the  absence  of  which, 
no  system  whatever  can  give  us  an  equivalent. 

And  so  again,  if  we  are  "  rooted  and  grounded  in 
love  ourselves,  no  false  teaching  can  move  us :  as 
for  instance,  who  that  in  his  own  experience  has 
known  "the  love  of  Christ,  which  passeth  knowledge," 
and  "  being  justified  by  faith,"  has  found  "  peace 
with  God,"  would  have  less  "boldness"  in  approach- 
ing  His  Father,   because   he   were   told    by   some 

follower  of  the  heretic  Novatus,  that  there  was  no 

'fii^sni  ssoflj  itf  nns 
forgiveness  for  sins  after  Baptism  ?     Rather  ought  we 

to  rejoice  in  any  "  trial  of  our  faith,"  however  fiery, 
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which  should  prove  it  to  be  of  such  sort  as  shall  "  be 
found  unto  praise,  and  honour  and  glory,  at  the 
appearing  of  Jesus  Christ. 

It  is  indeed  grievous,  whenever  Christ's  people  are 
hindered  from  worshipping  Him   "  in  the  beauty  of 
holiness  ;"  especially  grievous,  when  they  have  from 
long  habit  and  use,  experienced  the  very  great  aid  to 
devotion  and  love,  which  externals  undoubtedly  afford; 
and  no  effort  should  ever  be  spared  to  save  men  from 
so  cruel  a  trial.     Still  it  cannot  be,   that  our  having, 
or  not  having,  "peace" — our  being  "settled  "  in  our 
hearts  and  minds,  ought  to  depend  on  anything  that 
it  is  in  the  power  of  man  to  deprive  us  of;  for  God's 
peace,  the  world  neither  gives,  nor  can  take  away. 
True  peace  is  only  to  be  found  in  the  "knowledge  and 
love  of  God  " — in  such  a  saving  trust  in  His  Promises, 
as  results  from  real  conversion  of  the  heart  to  Him  ; 
the  only  foundation  upon  which  the  soul  can  stand 
firm  amid  the  perplexities  of  these  times,  is   the  con- 
viction that  God  "  knoweth "  us,    and  the  certainty 
that  we  "  know  "  Him.     This  intimate  knowledge  of 
God — this  experience  in  our  own  hearts  of  the  work 
of  the  Atonement — this  conscious  sympathy  with  our 
Crucified  Saviour — this  "faith  that  worketh  by  love" 
— must,  be  obtained  from  God,  for  it  is  His  "gift"  before 
we  can  have  real  peace ;  and  having  been  obtained  and 
preserved,  will  continue  us  in  peace.*    Those  who  have 
indeed  sought  and  found  Him,  will  "  rest "  in  Him, 
and  in  those  means  of  grace  in  which  He  has  mani- 
fested Himself  to  them. 

tup  lo  imii i¥  vers  m  aoiom  of 
*  Worn.  v.  1. 


VI  PREFACE. 

It  is  to  be  feared  that  some  persons  in  their  just 
jealousy  for  the  dignity  and  efficacy  of  the  Sacra- 
ments, have  been  led  to  consider  that  in  thus  insisting 
on  the  necessity  of  faith,  conversion,  and  a  conscious 
love  of  God,  beside,  and  distinct  from,  the  mere 
reception  of  the  Sacraments  themselves,  the  latter  are 
in  some  measure  ignored.  God  forbid  that  means  of 
grace  appointed  by  Him,  and  so  found  to  be  full  of 
blessing,  should  be  in  any,  the  slightest  degree  under- 
valued ;  how  can  those  who  love  our  Lord  under- 
value that  which  has  made  them  His  members,  or 
That  wherein  He  gives  Himself  to  them,  and  "dwells 
in  "  them  ?  When  the  current  of  our  minds  runs 
strongly  in  one  direction,  it  is  often  difficult  to  under- 
stand how  truths  of  a  different  and  seemingly  opposite 
kind,  can  be  urged  without  the  "  proportion  of  faith" 
being  in  some  measure  destroyed  ;  and  yet,  imper- 
fectly as  they  may  succeed,  all  would  desire  to  hold 
"the  true  Catholic  system  which  is  of  course,  co-exten- 
sive with  Holy  Scripture.  It  must  embrace  all  which 
a  partial  system  cannot  grasp.  It  can  reconcile  the 
doctrine  of  predestination  with  sacramental  grace,  the 
necessity  of  the  entire  conversion  of  sinners  with  bap- 
tismal regeneration,  deep  repentance  with  Christian 
joy,  the  acceptableness  of  good  works  with  the  imper- 
fection of  the  Christian's  best  acts.  It  can  combine 
forms  of  prayer  with  the  freest  and  highest  mental  devo- 
tion, spiritual  communion  with  the  in  tensest  devotion 
for  the  sacramental,  inspired  understanding  of  Holy 
Scripture  with  implicit  submission  to  the  Church,  the 


PREFACE.  VII 

superiority  of  the  teaching  of  the  Holy  Spirit  with 
deference  for  Divine  learning."*  What  is  meant  then, 
is  this,  that  persons  may  receive  the  Sacraments,  and 
yet  not  necessarily  "know"  God,  to  any  real  purpose, 
as  a  man  knows  another  whom  he  loves,  or  have 
found  peace  of  mind  in  that  knowledge,  and  in  the 
conscious  choice  of  heavenly,  instead  of  earthly  things. 
This  we  must  use  all  means  to  obtain,  and  never  rest 
till  we  have  obtained  it.  May  God  in  His  Infinite 
Love  grant  it  to  each  one  of  "  those  who  are  any  ways 
afflicted  or  distressed  in  mind,  body,  or  estate,"  that 
having  sought  and  found  Him  Who  is  their  "  Rock," 
their  "Refuge,"  their  "  Saviour,"  their  "  Lord,"  and 
their  "  Friend  ;"  they  may  have  "  in  themselves  " 
that  "  peace  of  God  which  passeth  all  understanding," 
and  amid  "the  thorns"  which  encompass  them, 
having  at  last  found  the  "  Lily,"  "  then  shall  they  be 
glad  because  they  are  at  rest,  when  He  has"  thus 
"  brought  them  to  the  haven  where  they  would  be," 
even  into  the  depths  of  His  Own  Heart — the  Heart  of 
Jesus. 

Grant,  we  beseech  Thee,  Merciful  Lord,  to  Thy 
faithful  people  pardon  and  peace,  that  they  may  be 
cleansed  from  all  their  sins,  and  serve  Thee  with  a 
quiet  mind;  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.  A  men. 

tioiJ 

odt  tot 

*  Preface  to  "  Foundations  of  the  Spiritual  Life/'  p.  7 
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A    SERMON. 


"And  Jesus  said  unto  the  Centurion,  go  thy  way,  and  as  thou 
hast  believed,  so  be  it  done  unto  thee  ;  and  his  servant  was  healed 
in  the  selfsame  hour." — S.  Matthew  viii.  13. 


"Have  I  been  so  long  time  with  you,  and  hast  thou 
not  known  Me,  Philip  ? "  was  our  Blessed  Lord's 
remonstrance,  when,  notwithstanding  His  bodily  pre- 
sence in  the  midst  of  His  disciples,  and  the  continual 
miracles  which  He  was  ever  working  before  their  eyes, 
they  yet  asked  to  be  shown  the  Majesty  of  God. 
They  could  not  recognise  Him,  because  He  was  veiled 
in  flesh.  His  signs  and  wonders  seemed  to  make  no 
impression  on  them ;  they  came  at  last  to  be  looked 
for  as  a  matter  of  course ;  and  whatever  the  opinion 
that  was  formed  of  Him,  either  by  them,  or  by  the 
Jews, — one  taking  Him  for  a  prophet,  another  for 
John  Baptist,  another  for  a  deceiver, —  certain  it 
is,  that  few,  if  any,  even  of  those  who  were  always 
about  Him,  believed  that  He  was  the  Christ;  so 
true  is  it,  that  "  the  natural  man  receiveth  not  the 
things  of  the  Spirit  of  God,  neither  can  he  know 
them,  because  they  are  spiritually  discerned."  And 
now,  my  brethren,  let  us  ask  ourselves,  "  do  we  know 
Christ?19    He  has  been  a  long  time  with  us, — eighteen 
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hundred  years  and  more  has  He  been  present  among 
us, — loving,  guarding,  drawing  us :  we  have  the 
accumulated  evidence  of  all  those  who  have  lived  and 
died  in  His  faith  and  fear,  from  the  first  until  now, 
besides  our  own  experience  of  the  truth  of  religion, 
and  yet  notwithstanding  all  this,  I  say  to  you  again, 
—  each  one  of  you — ask  yourself,  "Do  I  know 
Christ  ?"  and  the  answer  of  too  many,  if  their 
conscience  speak  truly,  will  be,  "  I  know  him  not." 

Let  us  first  of  all  remember,  my  brethren,  that 
outward  contact  with  religion,  and  acquaintance  with 
Christ,  heart  to  heart,  and  soul  to  soul,- — are  two 
distinct  things,  and  have  no  necessary  connexion ; — 
that  is  to  say,  a  man  may  be  a  Christian  in  his  own 
estimation,  and  that  of  the  world  ;  he  may  be  regular 
in  his  religious  duties,  and  even  in  the  reception  of  the 
Holy  Communion,  and  yet  really  know  nothing  of 
Christ.  The  Jews  were  brought  into  the  closest 
contact  with  Him  when  He  was  upon  earth ;  He  ate 
and  drank,  and  went  in  and  out  among  them,  and 
yet  they  knew  Him  not.  His  disciples,  (excepting 
only  S.  Peter,)  knew  Him  not.  And  S.  Peter  only 
knew  Him  because  it  had  been  revealed  to  him,  as 
our  Lord  Himself  says,  from  God  the  Father. 

Religion,  amongst  ourselves  in  the  present  day,  is 
often  a  matter  of  habit,  and  worldly  custom.  Every  one 
professes  a  belief  in  God  ;  every  one  conforms,  more 
or  less,  to  the  outward  observances  of  religion ;  and 
yet,  like  the  disciples,  we  may,  for  all  that,  be 
unacquainted  with  Christ.     We  are  now  in  a  more 
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dangerous  position  than  were  the  early  Christians,  in 
so  far  as  this,  that  habit  has  taken  the  place  of 
conviction.  It  was  conviction  that  led  men  to 
embrace  a  persecuted  and  oppressed  sect  in  old  times ; 
it  is  habit  that  induces  men  to  continue  in  the  outward 
profession  of  the  same  religion  now,  when  the  world 
has  taken  it  up,  and  adopted  it  for  its  own ;  and 
yet,  even  in  those  times,  all  who  embraced  it,  did 
not  know  Christ,  for  we  find  S.  Paul  telling  his 
Corinthian  converts,  that  they  were  "  yet  carnal," 
and  we  read  that  Simon  Magus,  after  his  admission 
into  the  Church  by  Baptism,  wanted  to  purchase  from 
the  Apostles  the  power  of  communicating  the  Holt 
Ghost  to  others,  and  was  told  that  he  was  still  "  in 
the  gall  of  bitterness,  and  bond  of  iniquity." 

We  are  all  too  apt,  my  brethren,  to  rest  content 
with  the  profession  of  certain  truths,  without  in  any 
great  degree  realizing,  or  laying  them  to  heart.  The 
very  means  of  grace  which  Christ  has  provided  for 
us  in  His  Church,  may,  if  we  rest  satisfied  with  mere 
participation  in  them,  be  the  means  of  our  spiritual 
death.  Many  men  quiet  their  consciences  with 
attendance  at  public  worship,  and  still  more  with  the 
reception  of  the  sacraments,  forgetting  that  in  all 
such  respects  the  Pharisees  were  equally  unblameable ; 
but  notwithstanding,  our  Lord  warns  His  disciples, 
that  except  their  righteousness  exceed  the  righteous- 
ness of  the  Scribes  and  Pharisees,  they  shall  in  no 
wise  enter  into  Heaven. 

3iont  £  or  won  oifi  £>W    vtemuO  rfliw  bafoufiuposair 
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Baptism,  though  needful  for  uur  new  birth,  and 
adoption  as  God's  children,  does  not  necessarily  issue 
in  "the  spiritual  life,"  which  is  the  "  earnest  of  our 

inheritance."*^  0g  asd  rHife  Mo&  erH  to  boold 

"  The  spiritual  life," — the  work  of  the  Holy  Spirit, 
—the  proper  state  of  God's  children,  is  effectually 
hindered  by  sin;  in  those  few  who  have  never  wilfully, 
or  mortally  sinned  since  their  baptism,  the  Spirit  has 
doubtless  flowed  on  equably,  gently,  imperceptibly, 
conforming  them  more  and  more,  day  by  day,  to  the 

fcm^aoO  otbsa-w*  te'£  attssrf  xuk>  3iA  ibstadviroD 
.  *  The  writer  would  take  this  opportunity  of  stating,  in  order 
to  avoid  misapprehension,  that  whenever  this  expression,  "  the 
spiritual  life"  occurs,  he  intends  to  express,  not  that  state  of 
baptismal  privileges  which  is  the  result  of  regeneration,  but  rather 
that  conscious  communion  with  God,  and  surrender  of  the  heart 
to  Him,  which  are  the  fruits  of  faith,  and  accompany  true  con- 
version ;  which,  while  varying  in  its  degree,  and  depending  for 
its  maintenance  upon  love,  penitence,  good  works,  and  the  blessed 
sacrament,  is  by  no  means  a  necessary  result  of  holy  baptism, 
but  must  be  prayed  for  again  and  again,  and  earnestly  sought  by 
each  individual  Christian,  till  it  please  God  to  pour  out  His  Spirit, 
and  "  create  in  "  him  "  a  new  heart,"  so  that  he  may  be  no  longer 
"carnal"  but  spiritual."  "The  spiritual  life," says  Scupoli,  "con- 
sists in  nothing  else  than  this,  that  we  learn  to  know  the  greatness  and 
goodness  of  God,  and  our  own  nothingness  and  prcneness  to  all  evil; 
to  love  Him  and  hate  ourselves;  to  submit  ourselves,  not  to  Him 
alone,  but  for  love  of  Him  to  every  creature ;  entirely  to  renounce 
our  own  will,  and  absolutely  resign  ourselves  to  His  divine  good 
pleasure ;  and  moreover,  do  and  will  all  these  things,  simply  to 
glorify  God,  and  solely  to  please  Him,  because  such  is  His  will, 
and  because  He  deserves  so  to  be  loved  and  served." — Spiritual 
Combat,  p.  S^msBsiq  sill  afiH     •**&  wowi  Jai/or  9w — 
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likeness  of  their  Heavenly  Father  ;  but  with  most  of 
ns,  though  we  are  yet  God's  children,  and  as  such, 
have  always  access  to  Him,  through  the  precious 
blood  of  His  Son,  still,  sin  has  so  taken  hold  of  us, 
that  "  the  spiritual  life"  has  either  to  be  entirely 
begun,  or  most  anxiously  guarded ;  and  to  most  of 
us  our  Lord's  words  may  again  be  addressed  in  solemn 
warning,  "Verily,  I  say  unto  you,  except  ye  be 
converted,  and  become  as  little  children,  ye  shall  not 
enter  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven."  Are  we  yet 
converted  ?  Are  our  hearts  yet  turned  to  God,  and 
given  up  unreservedly  to  Him?  Do  we,  as  little 
children  love  to  do  His  will,  and  care  for  nought  but 
the  consciousness  that  we  love  Him,  and  that  He 
loves  us,  and  that  supported  by  that,  we  are  spending 
ourselves,  day  by  day,  and  hour  by  hour,  for  Him, 
and  to  Him  ?  Is  this  work  of  the  Spirit  begun  in 
us  ?  Is  it  going  on  ?  If  not,  how  long  do  we  intend 
to  remain  satisfied  as  we  are  ? 

Again,  the  Holy  Communion  is  the  means  by 
which  Christ  feeds  the  souls  of  His  people, — ■"  Who- 
soever eateth  My  Flesh,  and  drinketh  My  Blood, 
dwelleth  in  Me,  and  I  in  him."  Do  we  not,  too  many 
of  us,  think  that  all  is  done  when  we  have  eaten  the 
Bread  that  has  been  broken,  and  drunk  the  Cup  that 
has  been  blessed  ?  Does  Christ  really  dwell  in  us, 
and  we  in  Him  ?  Let  us  ask  ourselves  this  :  it  cannot 
surely  be  a  matter  of  doubt,  whether  or  no  we  are 
in  Christ,  whether  or  no  He  is  in  us, — dwells  in  us; 
— we  must  know  this.     Has  His  presence,  think  you, 
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so  little  effect,  that  we  can  be  ignorant,  whether  we 
are  His  habitation,  or  whether  we  are  not  ?  That  we 
can  tell  whether  avarice,  or  ambition,  or  falsehood 
possess  us,  and  we  cannot  tell  whether  Christ  possess 
us ;  Do  not  let  us  deceive  ourselves  my  brethren 
upon  this  point ;  "  I  knoiv  My  sheep,  and  am  known 
of  Mine,"  says  our  Blessed  Lord. 

Yes  !  our  very  faults,  our  wretchedness,  our  thral- 
dom to  sin,  may  show  us  the  truth  of  spiritual  things ; 
— they  speak  plainly  enough  to  us ;  they  betoken 
their  presence  clearly  enough  ;  if  we  cannot  deny 
them,  and  are  forced  to  recognize  them,  let  us  go  a 
step  farther,  and  see  if  we  cannot  also  acquaint 
ourselves  with  their  remedy.  We  are  conscious 
enough  of  our  weariness,  of  our  heavy-laden  con- 
science, let  us  see  if  we  cannot  make  ourselves  equally 
conscious  of  the  "  rest,"  and  "  freedom,"  which  He 
came  to  purchase  Who  died  upon  the  Cross  for  us  ; 
let  us  make  up  our  minds  to  "  acquaint  ourselves" 
with  Christ. 

What  we  want,  my  brethren,  is,  the  power  to  realize 
the  truths  that  we  profess  ;  we  want  to  know  Christ, 
and  feel  conscious  of  His  presence,  as  certainly  as  if 
He  were  on  earth  now,  and  we  among  the  crowd  that 
encircled  Him.  We  say  that  He  is  ever  present  with 
us  ;  that  He  watches  over  us  ;  that  He  forgives  the 
sins  of  those  who  are  penitent ;  that  He  loves  us  more 
than  any  earthly  friend  or  relation  ;  but  we  want  to 
know  it,  to  be  so  certainly  conscious  of  it,  as  that  such 
consciousness  may  be  a  part  of  our  very  life, — that  it 
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may  be  the  great  motive  upon  which  we  act.  This 
can  only  be,  clearly  beloved,  by  faith.  "  Faith  is  the 
evidence  of  things  not  seen."  It  enables  us  to  bring 
Christ  down  to  ourselves, — to  know  Him,  as  a  man 
may  know  his  friend  on  earth  ;  to  be  conscious  of 
His  ever  abiding  presence  with  us.  "  How,"  says 
S.  Augustine,*  "  shall  I  send  up  my  hand  to  Heaven, 
to  lay  hold  upon  Him,  sitting  there  ?  Send  thy  faith, 
and  thou  hast  laid  hold  on  Him." 

"  Whosoever  has  the  sense  of  faith  in  his  heart," 
says  S.  Anselm,f  "  knows  that  he  has  Christ  in  him  ; 
and  thus  you  know  that  He  is  in  you,  unless,  mayhap, 
you  are  reprobates — for  this  it  is  to  be  a  reprobate — 
not  to  know  the  truth  of  one's  profession,  and  you 
know  because  of  your  sense  of  faith,  by  your  emotions 
of  love,  and  by  your  fixed  purpose  of  well-doing,  that 
Christ  is  in  you,  unless,  mayhap,  you  have  become 
reprobates,  that  is,  that  you  have  turned  away  from 
that  which  you  had  begun  to  do,  and  have  been 
rejected  by  God." 

It  is  then  by  faith,  that  we  draw  near  to  Christ  ; 
that  we  give  Him  our  whole  heart ;  that  we  trust  Him 
with  a  never-doubting  trust.  So  entirely  independent 
is  this  of  religious  privileges, — so  entirely  is  it  the 
distinct  "gift  of  God,"  J  that  the  two  instances  recorded 
in  the  gospel  of  extraordinary  faith,  were  those  of 
persons  who  did  not  belong  to  the  Church  at  all ; 
— the  one  is  that  of  the  Syrophcenician  woman,  to 

*  On  S.  John,  Tr.  1.         f  On  ii.  Cor.  xiii.         \  Eph.  ii.  8. 
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whom  our  Lord  granted  her  request,  on  the 
ground  that  her  "  faith"  was  "great;"  the  other  i^ 
recorded  in  the  gospel  for  to-day,  where  our  Lord 
declares,  that  He  had  "  not  found  so  great  faith,  in 
Israel,"  as  in  the  Roman  centurion,  who  was  an- 
swered according  to  it.oi  vjs3rl  JniqS  eiH  B9vrg  sH 

The  Apostles  themselves,  as  S.  Matthew  records, 
were  unable  to  cast  out  a  devil,  "  because  of"  their 
"  unbelief."  We  too,  are  tossed  about, — the  sport  of 
Satan,  and  our  own  disquiet,  in  proportion  as  we  have 
not  faith.  He  who  has  faith  in  a  Father's  care,  will 
alone  be  able  to  commit  all  things  to  His  keeping, 
and  will  understand  the  words  of  our  Lord,  "  Take 
no  thought  for  the  morrow ;"  and  of  S.  Paul,  8  Be 
careful  for  nothing." 

The  centurion  through  faith,  believed  that  our 
Lord,  could  at  His  will,  command  the  sickness  to 
depart,  even  as  he  could  bid  those  under  his  authority 
go  here  and  there,  do  this  thing  or  that.  And 
because  he  believed,  and  as  he  believed,  so  was  it  done 
unto  him. 

If  we  have  faith,  we  shall  know  that  there  is  a 
Physician  to  Whom  all  things  are  possible;  Who  came 
to  heal  the  sick, — Who  came  to  call  the  sinnei  to 
repentance, — Who  came  to  seek  and  to  save  that  which 
was  lost.  The  Father  has  sent  His  Son  into  the  world, 
to  certify  us  of  His  love  ;  the  Son  has  shed  His 
blood,  that  sin  may  no  longer  hold  us  back  from  His 
favour.  It  is  faith  that  tells  us  this,  that  makes  us 
know  it,  that  enables  us  to  lay  hold  of  it. 
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Hardness  of  heart,  unwillingness  to  yield  ourselves, 
soul  and  body,  to  God,  can  alone  keep  us  from  Him- 
In  Baptism  we  were  made  His  children,  and  to  our 
latest  hour,  He  calls  us  to  Himself,  and  would  bless  us 
with  His  love,  if  we  would  have  it  so. 

He  gives  His  Spirit  freely  to  them  that  pray  for  it, 
and  upbraids  them  not.  He  draws  us,  and  inclines 
our  hearts  to  ask  Him,  and  then  He  gives  us  that 
great  "  gift"  of  faith  which  is  the  work  of  the  Spirit, 
and  enables  us  to  "  know  Him  as  He  is."  "  We  have 
received  the  Spirit  of  adoption,  whereby  we  cry, 
Abba,  Father."  Let  us  then,  "  draw  near"  to  Him, 
"  in  full  assurance  of  faith."  For  by  "faith  we  are 
saved,"  and  by  faith  we  dwell  in  God,  and  He  in  us. 
M  He  that  heareth  My  word,  and  believeth  on  Him  that 
sent  Me,  hath  everlasting  life,  and  shall  not  come  into 
condemnation,  but  is  passed  from  death  unto  life." 
We  cannot,  my  brethren,  have  passed  from  death  unto 
life,  without  being  conscious  of  it ;  if  we  have  not  so 
passed,  but  are  still  the  servants  of  sin,  still  ignorant 
of  God's  mercy,  of  the  pardon  that  has  been  pur- 
chased for  us  by  the  blood  of  Jesus,  let  us  never  rest 
till  we  have  obtained  the  power  of  faith,  to  lay  hold 
of  it;  "  I  write  unto  you  little  children,"  says  S.  John, 
"  because  ye  have  known  the  Father."  "  Hereby  we 
know  that  He  abideth  in  us,  by  the  Spirit  that  He 
hath  given  us."  "  Hereby,  know  we  that  we  dwell  in 
Him,  and  He  in  us,  because  He  hath  given  us  of 
His  Spirit."  "  He  that  believeth  on  the  Son  of  God, 
hath  the  witness  in  himself"     "These  things  have 
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I  written  unto  you  that  believe  on  the  name  of  the  Son 
of  God,  that  ye  may  know  that  ye  have  eternal  life." 

Do  we  then,  thus  know  God?  Sin  will  keep  tis 
from  knowing  Him,  and  after  we  have  known  Him, 
it  will  darken  the  brightness  of  that  knowledge ;  and 
must  be  confessed  and  bewailed  until  it  be  forgiven , 
and  then  again  confessed  for  love  of  Him  Who  has 
forgiven  it ;  and  therefore,  we  pray  God  to  "  restore 
them  that  are  penitent ;"  and  "  good  "  as  Jesus  is  "  to 
them  that  mourn  for  sin," — "  kind"  as  He  is  "to 
those  that  seek"  Him, — far  exceeding  all  is  He,  "  to 
them  that  find"  Him.  Shall  we  not  then  seek  Him 
till  we  find? 

Holy  Scripture  tells  us,  that  "by  faith  we  are 
saved."  It  tells  us  also,  that  being  "justified  by 
faith,  we  have  peace  with  God."  S.  Paul  was  not 
mocking  the  Christians  at  Rome,  nor  giving  utter- 
ance to  unmeaning  figures  of  speech,  when  he  prays 
that  "the  God  of  Hope"  would  "fill"  them  "with 
all  joy  and  peace  in  believing'1  Ah  !  my  Brethren, 
here  is  the  remedy  for  our  troubles,  our  disquiet,  our 
restlessness, — and  here  alone.  Amid  the  conflict  of 
opinions,  the  discord  of  controversy,  the  battle  of  rival 
Churches  and  sects,  who  is  he  that  will  stand  unmoved? 
He  who  knows  that  his  sins  are  forgiven  him — he  who 
knows  that  he  has  "  passed  from  death  unto  life" — lie 
who  has  found  joy  and  peace  in  believing — he  will 
know  that  God  "sitteth  between  the  cherubims,  bv  tin* 
earth  never  so  unquiet;"  he  will  never  doubt  but  that 
the  same  God  Who  has  preserved  the  Church  through 
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the  flames  of  persecution,  and  the  defilements  of  false 
doctrine,  will  preserve  her  now  in  these  "  last  days," 
even  from  the  teachers  who  in  the  Church  itself,  "shall 
privily  bring  in  damnable  heresies,"  as  well  as  from 
the  assaults  of  unreasonable  and  wicked  men  :  he 
alone  will  stand  unmoved,  while  men  cry  "  Lo !  here, 
and  lo  J  there; — here  is  rest  and  certain  truth, 
there  is  a  guide  that  cannot  err :" — he  alone,  I  say, 
will  stand,  who  is  built  upon  the  "  Rock  of  Ages," 
even  Christ:  whose  heart,  answering  to  the  spirit 
within  it,  shall  say  in  "  full  assurance  of  faith" 
"  My  Beloved  is  mine,  and  I  am  His  ;' — why  call 
ye  me  this  way  or  that,  my  God  dwelleth  in  me,  and 
I  in  Him — what  want  I  more  ?  I  have  found  Jesus, 
my  life,  my  all."  Seek  then  for  faith,  seek  till  you 
find  it ;  with  it  you  will  find  peace  and  joy — without 
it,  you  can  have  neither.  And  as  the  certain  fruit  of 
living  faith  will  be  obedience  to  Him  we  love,  so  is 
obedience  to  His  Will  the  surest  way  of  obtaining  the 
gift  we  seek.  "  If  any  man  do  My  Will,  He  shall 
know  of  the  doctrine."  "  If  a  man  love  Me  he  will 
keep  my  Words,  and  My  Father  will  love  Him,  and 
"We  will  come  unto  Him,  and  make  Our  abode  with 
Him."  "  He  that  hath  My  Commandments  and 
keepeth  them,  he  it  is  that  loveth  Me." 

Act  then  as  you  would  if  our  Lord  were  upon  earth. 
Go  without  fear  to  Him — pray  without  ceasing — ask 
till  you  obtain — "  cease  to  do  evil,  learn  to  do  well " 
— keep  His  Commandments ;  and  doubt  not  but  that 
He  will  hear  you — that  He  will  receive  you — that  He 
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will  pardon  you,  and  strengthen  you  to  walk  "  as 
becometh  children  of  light,"  for  the  time  to  come  ;  so 
that  you  shall  say,  "  I  found  Him  Whom  my  soul 
loveth ;  I  held  Him,  and  would  not  let  Him  go/' 

And  how  can  we  obtain  strength  for  faith  that  is 
yet  weak  ?  How  can  we  so  effectually  join  ourselves 
to  Him,  and  bring  Him  to  dwell  in  us,  as  by  the  due 
use  of  those  means  which  He  has  given  for  that 
purpose  ?  Let  us  draw  near  to  His  Altar,  in  sincere 
sorrow  for  sin,  and  earnest  trust  in  Him  Who  there 
gives  Himself  to  us  "  under  the  form  of  bread  and 
wine  ;" — that  so  our  penitence  may  be  deepened,  our 
love  and  faith  strengthened. 

It  is  His  Will  that  we  should  be  saved.  He  came 
"  to  give  light  to  them  that  sit  in  darkness,  and  to  guide 
our  feet  into  the  way  of  peace/'  It  is  our  fault  if  we 
are  still  in  darkness — if  we  are  still  disquieted.  He 
now  calls  us  :  let  us  give  heed,  and  turn  to  Him  with 
our  whole  heart,  and  throw  ourselves  at  His  Feet ; 
and  doubt  not  but  that  He  will  give  us  light,  and 
peace,  Who  is  Himself  "  the  Way,  the  Truth,  and  the 
Life." 


